The parent compound, isatin, forms a ketal, 3,3-dimethoxyindolin-2-one (De & Kitagawa, 1991). The present compound, which has a fluorine atom in the ring, is expected to possess improved pharmaceutical activity. Fluorine-substituted C 12 H 14 FNO 3 (Scheme I) exists as two independent molecules ( Fig. 1 ) whose fused-rings are both planar. The molecules are each hydrogen-bonded across a center-of-inversion into a dimer; adjacent dimers are linked by another N-H···O hydrogen bond to form a chain running along [1 0 0] (Table 1) .
The title ketal, C 12 H 14 FNO 3 , crystallized with two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit. In each molecule the fused ring system is essentially planar [maximum deviations of 0.0169 (11) and 0.0402 (13) Å ]. The molecules are each hydrogen bonded across a center of inversion into a dimer; adjacent dimers are linked by another N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond, forming a chain running along [100] .
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For 3,3-dimethoxyindolin-2-one, see: De & Kitagawa (1991 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Agilent, 2011); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001); software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010). (6) 0.0021 (5) 0.0058 (5) 0.0040 (5) C2 0.0252 (7) 0.0271 (7) 0.0417 (8) 0.0041 (5) 0.0104 (6) 0.0089 (6) C3 0.0258 (7) 0.0292 (7) 0.0430 (8) 0.0060 (6) 0.0028 (6) 0.0076 (6) C4 0.0342 (7) 0.0222 (6) 0.0264 (7) 0.0051 (5) −0.0012 (5) 0.0064 (5) C5 0.0296 (7) 0.0203 (6) 0.0211 (6) 0.0006 (5) 0.0038 (5) 0.0030 (5) C6 0.0227 (6) 0.0184 (6) 0.0199 (6) 0.0008 (5) 0.0030 (5) 0.0012 (5) C7 0.0222 (6) 0.0203 (6) 0.0168 (6) 0.0003 (5) 0.0048 (5) 0.0022 (5) C8 0.0242 (6) 0.0208 (6) 0.0177 (6) 0.0007 (5) 0.0062 (5) 0.0013 (5) C9 0.0219 (7) 0.0384 (8) 0.0309 (7) −0.0031 (6) 0.0012 (5) 0.0097 (6) C10 0.0292 (8) 0.0405 (9) 0.0497 (10) −0.0086 (7) 0.0063 (7) −0.0099 (7) C11 0.0370 (7) 0.0313 (7) 0.0189 (6) 0.0080 (6) 0.0109 (5) 0.0091 (5) C12 0.0458 (9) 0.0385 (8) 0.0258 (7) 0.0144 (7) 0.0183 (6) 0.0112 (6) C13 0.0264 (7) 0.0205 (6) 0.0307 (7) 0.0026 (5) 0.0096 (5) 0.0075 (5) C14 0.0270 (7) 0.0260 (7) 0.0507 (9) 0.0022 (5) 0.0166 (6) 0.0062 (6) C15 0.0245 (7) 0.0268 (7) 0.0599 (10) −0.0023 (6) 0.0109 (7) 0.0037 (7) C16 0.0303 (7) 0.0208 (6) 0.0422 (8) −0.0020 (5) 0.0036 (6) 0.0002 (6) C17 0.0272 (7) 0.0213 (6) 0.0319 (7) 0.0032 (5) 0.0070 (5) 0.0053 (5) (2) 3.010 (2) 142 (2) N1-H1···O1 i 0.85 (2) 2.34 (2) 3.043 (1) 141 (2) N2-H2···O1 ii 0.87 (2) 2.28 (2) 3.002 (2) 140 (2) N2-H2···O4 iii 0.87 (2) 2.33 (2) 3.057 (2) 142 (2) Symmetry codes: (i) −x+2, −y+1, −z+1; (ii) x−1, y, z; (iii) −x+1, −y+1, −z+1.
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